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Buggist costs between twenty-five and thirty-five dollars. It is 
planned, on the other hand, to enlarge each issue as funds be- 
come available. 

It is therefore urged that all members who have not already 
done so, be so kind as to send in their dues at once. In order 
to save postage and thereby to conserve the funds of the Society 
for use in publishing The Buggist, personal notices for the an- 
nual dues will not be sent except when necessary. Please do not 
make this necessary in your case but send your dollar before 
you forget it. Receipts for dues will also generally not be 
mailed, but will be acknowledged in the next number of The 
Buggist. 

New members will also be notified of their election in The 
Buggist under Reports of Meetings. 

The Secretary-Treasurer also wishes to urge upon all members 
to miss no opportunity to obtain new members, and upon all 
others who read this notice and are interested in "bugs" to 
become members. 

The Executive Committee has designated the Curator of the 
University Museum as Custodian for publications received in 
exchange and otherwise. 



REPORTS OF MEETINGS 

(All meetings are held in Dr. Davis' Lecture Room, Science Hall, Univer- 
sity of Florida, from 4:30 to 6:00 p. m., unless otherwise stated.) 

At the meeting of December 17, 1917, a communication from 
Mr. Roy Thompson, Secretary of the Lee County Entomological 
Society, was read. In this letter application was made for ac- 
cepting this Society as a branch of the Florida Entomological 
Society. As the constitution would need amendment to provide 
for such affiliations, the Executive Committee was instructed to 
draw up the proper amendment. 

The following new members were elected: C. E. Whitting- 
ton, W. L. Benedict, J. L. Shelton, P. F. Robertson, R. G. Oli- 
phant, Roy Thompson, A. H. Andrews and F. S. Balentine. 

The paper of the evening, "Entomology as a Pure Science", 
was read by E. W. Berger. It was the aim of this paper to show 
that all modern scientific achievements had their beginnings 
in pure science, or the investigation of natural phenomena for 
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the sake of learning, understanding them as such regardless 
of what the practical bearing might be. This is also true of 
entomology, and for that reason the investigation and study 
of insects as such, regardless of their injury or usefulness, 
should not be lost sight of. It is planned to publish this paper 
in a future number of The Buggist. 



At the meeting of Jan. 28, 1918, the Executive Committee, 
in pursuance of instructions received at the December meeting, 
recommended the following amendment to the Constitution of 
the Florida Entomological Society. This amendment was 
adopted by vote of the Society : 

Article 9. — Ten or more members resident in any 
locality, or having a common interest in Entomology, 
subject to the approval of the Executive Committee, 
may form a branch of the Florida Entomological So- 
ciety. Branches shall have the power to perfect their 
organization, hold meetings, and in general have full 
control over their affairs, providing they conform to 
the constitution and regulations of the Society. All 
members of branches must be included in the mem- 
bership of the Society. 

It was further voted, upon recommendation by the Executive 
Committee, that the Lee County Entomological Society be ac- 
cepted as a branch of this Society. A list of the members of 
this branch was published in the winter number. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, Dr. H. S. Davis ; Vice-President, F. M. O'Byrne ; Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, E. W. Berger; member of Executive Som- 
mittee, Dr. J. H. Montgomery. 

The following were re-elected on the Editorial Staff of The 
Buggist: Editor, J. R. Watson; Associate Editor, E. W. Ber- 
ger; Business Manager, K. E. Bragdon. 

It was voted that, at the end of a year, those not having 
paid their dues for the preceding year be notified, and if they 
do not pay, be automatically dropt from the membership of 
the Society. 

It was voted that instead of notifying non-resident members 
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of each meeting, the Executive Committee prepare programs 
three months in advance and publish them in THE BUGGIST. 

Mrs. E. G. Rose of Wauchula, and 0. K. Courtenay of Gaines- 
ville, were unanimously elected as members of the Society. 

Under "Timely Notes", Professor J. R. Watson showed beetles 
of the Family Brenthidae occurring in South Florida. These 
are close relatives of Cylas formicarius, the Sweet Potato Root 
Weevil. 

This being the date for the annual election of officers, the 
principal paper of the evening was omitted. 



At the meeting of February 26th, Prof. John Schaffner of 
0. S. University, Columbus, 0., and Mr. Frank Steffen of Em- 
poria, Kan., were present as visitors. 

It was voted to hereafter hold the regular monthly meetings 
of the Society on the fourth Monday of each month instead of 
the third, it having become apparent that there would generally 
be less routine work at that time to keep resident members from 
attending. 

The following new members were elected: Geo. G. Ainslee, 
Knoxville, Tenn., Entomologist Bureau of Entomology, U. S. 
D. A.; R. L. Clute, Extension Entomologist Stored Products, 
Insects, Gainesville, Fla. ; W. Knaus, Editor and Manager, the 
Democrat-Opinion, McPherson, Kansas; M. V. Millington, 
Tampa; John A. dinger, Tampa; and Jesse F. Taylor, Seffner, 
Fla. 

Under "Timely Notes", Mr. K. E. Bragdon showed specimens 
and reported on the finding of the Banana Root Weevil (Cos- 
mopolites sordidus) at Larkin, Fla. This is the first record of 
its occurrence in Florida, and the infestation is believed to have 
been eradicated. E. W. Berger briefly reported on the Avocado 
Weevil (Heilipus lauri) and showed specimens. Altho this 
insect is not known to occur in Florida, the possibility of its 
introduction from Mexico and Central America is dreaded and 
the Port and Railway Inspectors of the Plant Board are keep- 
ing a keen lookout for it. Prof. J. R. Watson reported seeing 

two more specimens of the Mourning Cloak Butterfly (Vanessa 
antiopa) near Gainesville in February, having previously re- 
ported collecting a specimen in January, 1917. 
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The paper of the evening, "Insect Photography," was read 
by Dr. H. S. Davis and discussed by those present. Dr. Davis 
explained the use of colored screens interposed before the object 
to be photographed. The purpose of these screens is twofold: 
(1) to intensify certain colors and to subdue others, in order to 
bring out their relative values as they appear to the eye; (2) 
to eliminate certain colors altogether. This is necessary be- 
cause photographic plates are not equally sensitive to all col- 
ors. A yellowish or light brown color, for instance, will ordi- 
narily photograph black, but by interposing a screen of that 
color, and giving a longer exposure, its proper value will be 
given in the photograph. However, to use screens successfully, 
plates sensitive to several colors, or all colors, are necessary, 
such as Ortho, Iso, and others. The use of the new Pan-chro- 
matic plates, sensitive to all colors, was explained and illustrated 
by a diagram of the spectrum. That the slower plates give bet- 
ter results for photographing specimens in the laboratory than 
the very rapid ones so generally used, was also emphasized. 



March 25. It was voted to increase the annual dues of the 
Society from 50 cents to $1.00, beginning with 1918. Of all 
members who voted, non-resident as well as resident, only one 
non-resident member voted against the increase. 

Under "Timely Notes" Mr. Frank Stirling reported on the 
rearing of 20 Tachina Flies from the caterpillar of a tiger 
moth collected at Gainesville. He also reported collecting the 
grubs and adults of a 11-lined beetle (Leptinotarsa undecim- 
lineata) feeding on wild eggplant at Havana, Cuba, in January, 
1918. This beetle is a close relative of the Colorado Potato 
Beetle (Leptinotarsa decimlineata) , so common in the north and 

also occurring in the northern tier of counties of Florida. 

Messrs. Dozier and Van Hyning reported obtaining some nema- 
tode worms from katydids. 

The paper of the evening, "Ecology of Hammock Insects," 
was read by Mr. Dozier. The discussion was led by Prof. Wat- 
son, followed by others present. 

The Society adjourned at 6 p. m. 



April 29. Visitors present were Prof. C. L. Willoughby of the 
University and Mr. Leland of the University Farm. 
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It was voted to sever the Society's connection as a section 
of the Florida Academy of Sciences and continue as an inde- 
pendent organization. 

The principal speaker of the evening being absent, Mr. A. L. 
Swanson was requested to give a brief account of the inspection 
of the Florida Keys for the Plant Board. Mr. Swanson stated 
that he and his crew lived on a house-boat and that the inspec- 
tion was made between January 8 and April 19, 1918, extend- 
ing from Elliott's Key, on the north, to Key West. Mr. Swan- 
son further stated that the growth on the Keys is mostly hard- 
wood, including the Gumbo-Limbo. Most of the land is cut-over 
and the largest trees measure 12 to 18 inches in diameter. The 
larger insects appeared to be absent, at least at this time. Cab- 
bage butterflies and the Orange Dog were seen, the latter in 
January at Key West, the insect fauna has many representa- 
tives from the West Indies. Many plantings of cotton, etc., 
were seen without a blemish, being absolutely free from insects 
and diseases, a condition he had never seen before. 

Under "Timely Notes" Mr. O'Byrne reported that birds ap- 
peared to get many of the cutworms in his garden; or did 

wasps get them? E. W. Berger reported that the whitefly 

was becoming unusually severe in the citrus groves, due to the 
fact that the trees had not been defoliated by the last winter's 
freezes. 



May 27. At this meeting Prof: W. L. Floyd, of the University, 
and Mr. Geo. B. Merrill were present as visitors. 

The following new members were unanimously elected : Mr. 
B. L. Boyden, Scientific Assistant, Bureau of Entomology, sta- 
tioned in Florida on the Sweet Potato Weevil work; Mr. J. E. 
Graf, Bureau of Entomology, in charge of Sweet Potato Weevil 
work in the Southern States; and Mr. Geo. B. Merrill, Deputy 
Port and Railway Inspector for the Plant Board. 

Under "Timely Notes" Mr. Stirling described an infestation 
of Cottony Cushion Scale, near Sarasota, as the worst he had 
ever seen. Groves that were infested last year now had but 
small amounts of scale, with indications that the Vedalia cleaned 

it up. Prof. Watson exhibited specimens of the Broad-nosed 

Grain Weevil, collected at Plant City by E. A. Back, of the 
Bureau of Entomology, in corn. He also referred to the occur- 
rence of this same weevil as severely infesting dasheens at 
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Brooksville, the dasheens having been stored near some corn 
severely infested. E. W. Berger reported an early and un- 
precedented demand for the Red Aschersonia, or Red Whitefly 

Fungus. Prof. Carl J. Drake briefly discussed a new species 

of Lacebug (tingid) and showed specimens. He also briefly 
reported on some of the parasites of the Green Pumpkin Bug. 

The principal paper of the evening was by Prof. Carl J. Drake, 
of Syracuse University, N. Y., on "Water Hemiptera" (Water 
Bugs). Prof. Drake showed a number of live specimens and 
gave brief accounts of their habits. He stated that, while these 
insects are not generally of economic importance, some feed on 
fish and are therefore injurious to the food supply. In species 
of Belostoma, the Electric Light Bugs, the male carries the eggs 
of the female on his back. 

The second paper of the evening was by Mr. K. E. Bragdon 
on "Euscepes porcellus", a snout beetle very similar to Euscepes 
batatae, the West Indian Sweet Potato Weevil. In his search 
for the latter near Moor Haven, he found the former infesting 
the Moon Vine, a morning glory. Porcellus has been reported 
as injuring sweet potatoes in Jamaica but not known to do so 
in Florida. Batatae is not known to occur in Florida. 



NOTES FROM THE LEE COUNTY ENTOMOLOGICAL 

SOCIETY 

(Branch of the Florida Entomological Society) 

During the past quarter the Lee County Entomological Society 
has held its regular weekly meetings on Tuesday evenings. 
During the early part of the quarter the society had as its guest 
Dr. J. H. Montgomery, who gave a very interesting and helpful 
talk on the Spiny Citrus Whitefly (Aleurocanthus woglumi, 
Ashby) . 

On Thursday evening, Jan. 17th, W. L. Benedict treated the 
society to a stag dinner at the Hotel Elton. The affair was given 
in honor of R. G. Oliphant, who was shortly to leave on an 
inspection tour of the Florida Keys conducted by the State 
Plant Board. 

Stanley Millege has been transferred to Citra, Fla., where he 
will continue his work as inspector for the State Plant Board. 



